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Ysgol Y Deri
Charging Policy

Rationale

This policy will outline the school’s guidelines on charging for all non-curricular trips and activities. 
Definitions

Charges - these are considered to be an obligatory cost
Voluntary contributions – any costs that the parents are willing to make towards the cost of a trip.

Aims / Objectives

1. To ensure all staff and parents are aware of the school status on charging for trips.

2. To outline procedures for charging for trips and activities.

3. To outline the variety of activities that the school deals with.

Responsibilities

1. Senior Leadership Team

· It is the responsibility of the Senior Leadership Team to ensure that all staff are aware of the procedures and practice outlined in this policy.

· Any final decision on costings and financing for trips / activities may fall upon the Senior Leadership Team.
2. Classroom Staff

· It is the responsibility of staff to give sufficient notice of costs of trips and activities to allow parent/carers to pay by installments.
· Staff should ensure they are aware of the difference between curricular and non-curricular trips / activities.

Procedures / Practice

1. Parents have a right to know how each trip is funded -the school can provide this information on request. 
2. When organising school trips or visits to enrich the curriculum and the educational experience of the children, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost. All contributions are voluntary. 
3. Subsidies from various sources (e.g. school charity account, voluntary organisations etc) will be considered to cover deficits. Surplus finance will be used via school fund for the benefit of the children.
4. If the school organises a residential visit in school time, or mainly in school time, which is to provide education directly related to the National Curriculum, we do not make any charge for the education or travel expenses. However, we do make a charge to cover the costs of board and lodging.
5. The school organises swimming lessons for all children, at various times throughout the year. These take place in school time and are part of the National Curriculum. We therefore make no charge for this activity. We inform parents when these lessons are to take place.
6. The school offers additional activities after school and during lunch breaks. We reserve the right to make a small charge for these sessions, if necessary.
7. In cases of willful or malicious damage to equipment or breakages, or loss of school books on loan to children, the Senior Leadership Team, in consultation with the Chair of the Governing Body, may decide it is right to make a charge. Each incident will be dealt with on its own merit and at their discretion.
8. The school will make its facilities available to outside users at a charge of at least the cost of providing the facilities. 
Equal Opportunities / Parental Involvement
1. If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or unable to make a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in the trip or activity. Sometimes the school pays additional costs in order to support the visit.
2. If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may cancel a trip. If a trip goes ahead, it may include children whose parents have not paid any contribution. We do not treat these children differently from any others.
Review and Evaluation
This policy was last reviewed and ratified by the Governing Body: September 2016
